THE   CITY  REBUILT
after growth had continued for another century, or to deal with
it as they had designed before calculating the costs, but they
did see that change was imperative and they did make a sub-
stantial advance towards it. They began by staying the tide of
encroachment all through the 'burnt' area, and they went on
in many places to win back ground that had been lost. The
building lines they established made it possible for the first
time since the Romans to walk along a street without being
forced out to avoid a pillar, a buttress, or a whole house pro-
jecting beyond the general level. The streets 'were built as
streets with some definite line of frontage and not as footways
to and from individual houses'.1 The new houses were
given limits, and despite the efforts of such men as Selby,
they were confined to them. To-day such things are taken
for granted, but to the city of that day they were an achieve-
ment.
This accomplishment helped on further reforms. Order and
control had come in together, and in later years they secured
to pedestrians the safety of universal foot-paths, and to wheeled
traffic the convenience of gutters down the sides of the carriage-
way instead of along its centre. For the moment, however, they
were little more than the necessary preliminary to an attack on
the evils of narrow streets and scarcely passable lanes. The first
ineffectual shots in this attack had been fired at the outset of
the Restoration, but, though voluntary gifts, accumulated over
centuries, served to maintain London Bridge, they were not the
best way of dealing with London traffic blocks. The Fire pro-
vided an opportunity for substituting something more drastic.
The first survey ever made of the city was taken and used as a
basis for general and constructive amendment. This was con-
fined strictly to the practical. Utopian hundred-foot roads were
abandoned at an early stage, but the idea of improvement sur-
vived. The survey demonstrated how it might best be carried
out, and on it was based a double scheme. The first and least
spectacular section dealt with the lanes and the side streets.
1 Harben, op cit., p. xii.
T                                                   289